
Senate Bill 108 (West)/House Bill 710 (Coleman)
Childhood Racial Disparity Impact Statements on Pending Bills

Texas is different for children of different races. White kids are more likely to attend well-funded schools and have 
health care than Black and Hispanic children.  Black babies and Black mothers are more likely to die than white and 
Hispanic babies and mothers.  That is a result of history and policy choices, not coincidence.

Historic and current racism and racial disparities create very different realities for different Texans.  Children are not 
immune from the devastating effects of racism and pervasive disparities in access to education, health care, and 
opportunity for a lifetime of success.  COVID-19 has adversely affected the education and well-being of every child 
in Texas. However, this negative impact is even more pronounced among Black and Hispanic youth.

• Of the more than 1 million Texas children who had classes canceled because of COVID-19, 65% of 
them were Black and Hispanic. 

• 80% of families in Texas who reported being “food insecure” because of the pandemic were Black or 
Hispanic.

The pandemic did not create racial disparities.  The pandemic exacerbated racial disparities that have plagued 
Texas since before it became a state.  We can and must think differently about the impact of our laws on children.  
Senate Bill 108 and House Bill 710 create a formal process for legislators to examine the impact of proposed 
legislation on racial disparities among the state’s children.

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: SENATE BILL 108 / HOUSE BILL 710
• Allow the Lieutenant Governor or Speaker to request an analysis of the impact of any pending bill on racial 

disparities among children.  
• Replicate current statute that allows for analysis of the impact of pending legislation on the Texas economy.
• Utilize existing resources at the Texas Legislative Budget Board to complete the childhood racial disparity 

impact statements.

Racial impact statements can inform legislators of the potential effects of bills on communities of color, or other 
marginalized communities, and enable them to address systemic inequalities. Currently, the Texas Legislature does 
not have a formal and clear process for determining if proposed laws will increase or decrease racial disparities. The 
racial disparity impact statement must include:

• A brief description of the nature and effect of the proposal on children
• A statement of the manner and extent to which the proposal, if implemented, will directly or indirectly 

decrease racial disparities among Texas children
• Potential result of legislation on childhood racial disparities of state and local governments
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