
Sen. Bryan Hughes

Senate D
istrict #1

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

14% of child care centers closed in Senate District #1 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #1
As of August 2020, this district had lost 62 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 6,735 
child care seats. This district lost 2 centers and 168 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 429 62 (-14%)

Subsidy providers 224 26 (-12%)

Quality providers (TRS) 78 15 (-19%)

Total capacity 23,940 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,633 1,562 (-16%)

Infant seats 461 44 (-10%)

Toddler seats 1,038 131 (-13%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Bob Hall

Senate D
istrict #2

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

17% of child care centers closed in Senate District #2 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #2
As of August 2020, this district had lost 134 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 13,944 
child care seats. This district lost 36 centers and 3,521 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 788 134 (-17%)

Subsidy providers 349 67 (-19%)

Quality providers (TRS) 66 27 (-41%)

Total capacity 44,473 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,888 2,405 (-27%)

Infant seats 830 213 (-26%)

Toddler seats 1,646 491 (-30%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Robert Nichols

Senate D
istrict #3

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

26% of child care centers closed in Senate District #3 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #3
As of August 2020, this district had lost 136 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 13,450 
child care seats. This district lost 6 centers and 648 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 526 136 (-26%)

Subsidy providers 295 75 (-25%)

Quality providers (TRS) 71 34 (-48%)

Total capacity 32,747 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,058 3,091 (-34%)

Infant seats 384 59 (-15%)

Toddler seats 967 212 (-22%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Brandon Creighton

Senate D
istrict #4

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

21% of child care centers closed in Senate District #4 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #4
As of August 2020, this district had lost 174 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 20,905 
child care seats. This district lost 21 centers and 2,134 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 843 174 (-21%)

Subsidy providers 416 70 (-17%)

Quality providers (TRS) 64 33 (-52%)

Total capacity 64,039 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 10,599 3,599 (-34%)

Infant seats 304 90 (-30%)

Toddler seats 827 291 (-35%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Charles Schwertner

Senate D
istrict #5

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

22% of child care centers closed in Senate District #5 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #5
As of August 2020, this district had lost 214 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 21,829 
child care seats. This district lost 7 centers and 633 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 971 214 (-22%)

Subsidy providers 530 78 (-15%)

Quality providers (TRS) 81 43 (-53%)

Total capacity 71,054 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 12,162 3,684 (-30%)

Infant seats 388 128 (-33%)

Toddler seats 970 249 (-26%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Carol Alvarado

Senate D
istrict #6

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #6 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #6
As of August 2020, this district had lost 187 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 21,408 
child care seats. This district lost 107 centers and 11,256 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,023 187 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 526 98 (-19%)

Quality providers (TRS) 101 40 (-40%)

Total capacity 63,785 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 14,463 4,568 (-32%)

Infant seats 429 125 (-29%)

Toddler seats 1,324 326 (-25%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Paul Bettencourt

Senate D
istrict #7

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

17% of child care centers closed in Senate District #7 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #7
As of August 2020, this district had lost 215 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 29,363 
child care seats. This district lost 36 centers and 4,732 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,271 215 (-17%)

Subsidy providers 473 89 (-19%)

Quality providers (TRS) 74 32 (-43%)

Total capacity 86,794 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 12,893 5,311 (-41%)

Infant seats 326 101 (-31%)

Toddler seats 981 264 (-27%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Angela Paxton

Senate D
istrict #8

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

21% of child care centers closed in Senate District #8 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #8
As of August 2020, this district had lost 205 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 30,484 
child care seats. This district lost 7 centers and 849 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 987 205 (-21%)

Subsidy providers 306 54 (-18%)

Quality providers (TRS) 26 14 (-54%)

Total capacity 84,729 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 5,643 2,017 (-36%)

Infant seats 502 209 (-42%)

Toddler seats 1,041 384 (-37%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Kelly Hancock

Senate D
istrict #9

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

11% of child care centers closed in Senate District #9 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #9
As of August 2020, this district had lost 99 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 12,218 
child care seats. This district lost 30 centers and 3,002 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 938 99 (-11%)

Subsidy providers 372 39 (-10%)

Quality providers (TRS) 48 22 (-46%)

Total capacity 54,354 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,867 2,327 (-24%)

Infant seats 540 216 (-40%)

Toddler seats 1,067 402 (-38%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Beverly Powell

Senate D
istrict #10

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

14% of child care centers closed in Senate District #10 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #10
As of August 2020, this district had lost 147 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 17,100 
child care seats. This district lost 19 centers and 1,904 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,068 147 (-14%)

Subsidy providers 471 56 (-12%)

Quality providers (TRS) 72 25 (-35%)

Total capacity 64,872 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 13,667 2,535 (-19%)

Infant seats 443 176 (-40%)

Toddler seats 1,009 426 (-42%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Larry Taylor

Senate D
istrict #11

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #11 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #11
As of August 2020, this district had lost 125 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 14,784 
child care seats. This district lost 24 centers and 2,285 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 680 125 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 339 53 (-16%)

Quality providers (TRS) 52 20 (-38%)

Total capacity 53,313 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 7,686 1,952 (-25%)

Infant seats 139 36 (-26%)

Toddler seats 601 130 (-22%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Jane Nelson

Senate D
istrict #12

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #12 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #12
As of August 2020, this district had lost 195 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 27,080 
child care seats. This district lost 4 centers and 450 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,058 195 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 372 51 (-14%)

Quality providers (TRS) 51 25 (-49%)

Total capacity 88,857 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 11,665 2,911 (-25%)

Infant seats 356 166 (-47%)

Toddler seats 742 335 (-45%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Borris L.Miles

Senate D
istrict #13

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #13 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #13
As of August 2020, this district had lost 238 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 30,009 
child care seats. This district lost 90 centers and 9,821 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,311 238 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 511 87 (-17%)

Quality providers (TRS) 73 35 (-48%)

Total capacity 82,161 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 11,139 4,691 (-42%)

Infant seats 386 53 (-14%)

Toddler seats 1,242 200 (-16%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Sarah Eckhardt

Senate D
istrict #14

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

31% of child care centers closed in Senate District #14 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #14
As of August 2020, this district had lost 303 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 29,332 
child care seats. This district lost 19 centers and 1,060 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 970 303 (-31%)

Subsidy providers 537 129 (-24%)

Quality providers (TRS) 113 72 (-64%)

Total capacity 80,003 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 16,112 7,379 (-46%)

Infant seats 415 190 (-46%)

Toddler seats 962 353 (-37%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. John Whitmire

Senate D
istrict #15

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

19% of child care centers closed in Senate District #15 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #15
As of August 2020, this district had lost 221 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 27,057 
child care seats. This district lost 86 centers and 9,216 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,147 221 (-19%)

Subsidy providers 504 89 (-18%)

Quality providers (TRS) 84 38 (-45%)

Total capacity 77,961 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 11,791 4,369 (-37%)

Infant seats 367 114 (-31%)

Toddler seats 1,131 297 (-26%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Nathan Johnson

Senate D
istrict #16

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

23% of child care centers closed in Senate District #16 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #16
As of August 2020, this district had lost 202 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 26,245 
child care seats. This district lost 21 centers and 2,005 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 877 202 (-23%)

Subsidy providers 309 59 (-19%)

Quality providers (TRS) 45 24 (-53%)

Total capacity 68,203 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,382 2,370 (-28%)

Infant seats 871 300 (-34%)

Toddler seats 1,669 563 (-34%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Joan Huffman

Senate D
istrict #17

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

19% of child care centers closed in Senate District #17 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #17
As of August 2020, this district had lost 283 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 39,856 
child care seats. This district lost 45 centers and 5,035 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,471 283 (-19%)

Subsidy providers 512 86 (-17%)

Quality providers (TRS) 69 39 (-57%)

Total capacity 105,261 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 12,248 6,675 (-54%)

Infant seats 312 75 (-24%)

Toddler seats 1,012 179 (-18%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

Senate D
istrict #18

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

15% of child care centers closed in Senate District #18 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #18
As of August 2020, this district had lost 196 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 23,813 
child care seats. This district lost 19 centers and 1,739 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,265 196 (-15%)

Subsidy providers 481 60 (-12%)

Quality providers (TRS) 67 21 (-31%)

Total capacity 82,291 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 10,694 2,961 (-28%)

Infant seats 283 37 (-13%)

Toddler seats 901 116 (-13%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Pete Flores

Senate D
istrict #19

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

14% of child care centers closed in Senate District #19 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #19
As of August 2020, this district had lost 133 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 13,906 
child care seats. This district lost 83 centers and 8,745 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 936 133 (-14%)

Subsidy providers 426 76 (-18%)

Quality providers (TRS) 59 36 (-61%)

Total capacity 47,867 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,884 3,880 (-39%)

Infant seats 727 166 (-23%)

Toddler seats 1,646 396 (-24%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Juan”Chuy” Hinojosa

Senate D
istrict #20

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

16% of child care centers closed in Senate District #20 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #20
As of August 2020, this district had lost 119 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 9,224 
child care seats. This district lost 110 centers and 8,426 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 747 119 (-16%)

Subsidy providers 465 79 (-17%)

Quality providers (TRS) 61 25 (-41%)

Total capacity 32,663 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 6,569 2,224 (-34%)

Infant seats 856 138 (-16%)

Toddler seats 1,872 292 (-16%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Judith Zaffirini

Senate D
istrict #21

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

24% of child care centers closed in Senate District #21 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #21
As of August 2020, this district had lost 242 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 18,563 
child care seats. This district lost 137 centers and 10,071 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,021 242 (-24%)

Subsidy providers 525 158 (-30%)

Quality providers (TRS) 88 64 (-73%)

Total capacity 44,152 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,480 5,546 (-65%)

Infant seats 688 244 (-35%)

Toddler seats 1,628 622 (-38%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Brian Birdwell

Senate D
istrict #22

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #22 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #22
As of August 2020, this district had lost 155 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 13,562 
child care seats. This district lost 17 centers and 1,478 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 884 155 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 442 81 (-18%)

Quality providers (TRS) 77 46 (-60%)

Total capacity 48,494 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,708 3,715 (-38%)

Infant seats 460 141 (-31%)

Toddler seats 1,098 245 (-22%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Royce West

Senate D
istrict #23

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

17% of child care centers closed in Senate District #23 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #23
As of August 2020, this district had lost 149 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 16,765 
child care seats. This district lost 90 centers and 10,390 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 883 149 (-17%)

Subsidy providers 455 78 (-17%)

Quality providers (TRS) 72 34 (-47%)

Total capacity 48,168 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,882 3,210 (-36%)

Infant seats 1,244 271 (-22%)

Toddler seats 2,344 521 (-22%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Dawn Buckingham

Senate D
istrict #24

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

24% of child care centers closed in Senate District #24 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #24
As of August 2020, this district had lost 188 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 15,412 
child care seats.     

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 796 188 (-24%)

Subsidy providers 411 85 (-21%)

Quality providers (TRS) 67 40 (-60%)

Total capacity 44,872 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 9,205 3,472 (-38%)

Infant seats 413 109 (-26%)

Toddler seats 1,017 261 (-26%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Donna Campbell

Senate D
istrict #25

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

21% of child care centers closed in Senate District #25 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #25
As of August 2020, this district had lost 190 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 18,616 
child care seats. This district lost 9 centers and 1,101 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 913 190 (-21%)

Subsidy providers 374 71 (-19%)

Quality providers (TRS) 56 29 (-52%)

Total capacity 61,781 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 11,473 3,184 (-28%)

Infant seats 463 129 (-28%)

Toddler seats 1,015 269 (-27%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. José Menéndez

Senate D
istrict #26

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

13% of child care centers closed in Senate District #26 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #26
As of August 2020, this district had lost 102 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 12,070 
child care seats. This district lost 46 centers and 5,608 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 805 102 (-13%)

Subsidy providers 342 49 (-14%)

Quality providers (TRS) 42 27 (-64%)

Total capacity 42,606 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,983 3,020 (-34%)

Infant seats 594 163 (-27%)

Toddler seats 1,517 414 (-27%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr.

Senate D
istrict #27

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

15% of child care centers closed in Senate District #27 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #27
As of August 2020, this district had lost 107 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 8,117 
child care seats. This district lost 105 centers and 7,989 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 721 107 (-15%)

Subsidy providers 464 73 (-16%)

Quality providers (TRS) 73 28 (-38%)

Total capacity 32,125 2,026 (-29%)

Subsidy seats 13,972 319 (-1%)

Quality seats (TRS) 6,871 2,218 (-32%)

Infant seats 830 157 (-19%)

Toddler seats 1,851 269 (-15%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr.

Senate D
istrict #27

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

15% of child care centers closed in Senate District #27 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #27
As of August 2020, this district had lost 107 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 8,117 
child care seats. This district lost 105 centers and 7,989 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 721 107 (-15%)

Subsidy providers 464 73 (-16%)

Quality providers (TRS) 73 28 (-38%)

Total capacity 32,125 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 6,871 2,218 (-32%)

Infant seats 830 157 (-19%)

Toddler seats 1,851 269 (-15%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Charles Perry

Senate D
istrict #28

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

12% of child care centers closed in Senate District #28 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #28
As of August 2020, this district had lost 85 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 6,247 
child care seats. This district lost 5 centers and 334 child 
care seats in communities of color (zip codes where two-
thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 730 85 (-12%)

Subsidy providers 324 42 (-13%)

Quality providers (TRS) 39 16 (-41%)

Total capacity 28,387 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 5,711 1,366 (-24%)

Infant seats 579 162 (-28%)

Toddler seats 1,109 290 (-26%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. César Blanco

Senate D
istrict #29

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

11% of child care centers closed in Senate District #29 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #29
As of August 2020, this district had lost 50 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 5,021 
child care seats. This district lost 45 centers and 4,560 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 474 50 (-11%)

Subsidy providers 326 31 (-10%)

Quality providers (TRS) 55 13 (-24%)

Total capacity 22,194 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 7,130 1,385 (-19%)

Infant seats 184 22 (-12%)

Toddler seats 712 162 (-23%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Drew Springer

Senate D
istrict #30

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

19% of child care centers closed in Senate District #30 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #30
As of August 2020, this district had lost 208 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 21,312 
child care seats.     

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 1,080 208 (-19%)

Subsidy providers 448 79 (-18%)

Quality providers (TRS) 59 29 (-49%)

Total capacity 66,555 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 8,932 2,551 (-29%)

Infant seats 288 42 (-15%)

Toddler seats 819 141 (-17%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert



Sen. Kel Seliger

Senate D
istrict #31

Impact of COVID-19 on Child Care Centers in Texas

Child care centers provide an essential service 
to working families. Throughout the pandemic, 
permanent and temporary closures have left 
thousands of Texan families without access to 
reliable child care.
As of August 2020, 25% of all child care 
centers statewide were either permanently 
closed or remained temporarily closed. 
Subsidized centers were more likely to remain 
open but over 55,500 subsidized child care 
seats were lost (11% of the total). 
As a result of these losses, an additional 184 
communities became child care deserts, a 
nearly 50% increase statewide.
Communities of color were twice as likely to 
experience closures. TRS centers were less likely 
to close than non-TRS centers (14% vs. 27%).

Child Care during Covid-19

18% of child care centers closed in Senate District #31 
during COVID-19 pandemic.

Senate diStriCt #31
As of August 2020, this district had lost 88 child care 
centers (permanently or temporarily closed) and 8,478 
child care seats. This district lost 19 centers and 1,993 
child care seats in communities of color (zip codes where 
two-thirds of residents are Black or Latinx).

Pre-COVID
counts

Lost during COVID 
(% decrease)

Total providers 481 88 (-18%)

Subsidy providers 222 51 (-23%)

Quality providers (TRS) 29 18 (-62%)

Total capacity 24,447 2,026 (-29%)

Quality seats (TRS) 3,291 1,331 (-40%)

Infant seats 492 219 (-45%)

Toddler seats 880 322 (-37%)
Sources: TWC data Sept. 2019 and HHSC data March-August 2020.

Mandi Kimball | 713.869.7740
Director, Public Policy & Govt Affairs

mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

PoliCy PrioritieS
To address these and future challenges around child 
care, CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the 87th Texas 
Legislature prioritize the following:
•  Increase the supply and stability of quality child care.
• Support the early childhood education workforce. 
• Improve the quality of child care for working families.
• Increase reimbursement rates for subsidy providers.
• Study the real cost of providing quality child care.

Change in child care 
desert status 
by zip code between 
9/2019 and 8/2020

Existing child care desert

Existing desert, lost 
additional capacity

Not a child care desert

New child care desert
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