Defining Chronic Absenteeism and Utilizing Data to Reduce it
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Sen. Bryan Hughes

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.

childrenatRisk

SENATE DisTricT #1

During the 2020-21 school year, 14.7% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

23,575 students. This is a 4 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 18.8% vs. 13.4%.

. Your District . Texas

18.8%

17.7%

14.7%

% Chronically Absent
o

All students Students of color White students
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #2

During the 2020-21 school year, 12.4% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
18,991 students. This is a 2 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 14.2% vs. 11.6%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)



Defining Chronic Absenteeism and Utilizing Data to Reduce it

Shreveport

Vicksburg

Waco

Alexandria

% of students missing
e at least 1/10 of school
year by school district

Austin

sator @ 0% to 6.0%
Lafayette © 6.1%to 8.9%
() 9.0%to N.1%
O N.2%to 13.8%

20.4% of students attending school in Senate District #3 ® 138% 1 165%

€# PLasiq aipusg

Sen. Robert Nichols

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #3

During the 2020-21 school year, 20.4% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
31,317 students. This is a 8 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 29.4% vs. 17%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Brandon Creighton

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Charles Schwertner

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #5

During the 2020-21 school year, 14.5% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
19,986 students. This is a 6 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 17.3% vs. 13.8%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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SENATE DisTricT #6

During the 2020-21 school year, 19.3% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
37,520 students. This is a 5 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 22.8% vs. 18.1%.
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for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Paul Bettencourt

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)

missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #7

During the 2020-21 school year, 11.9% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
19,977 students. This is a 2 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 14.2% vs. 10.5%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Angela Paxton

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #8

During the 2020-21 school year, 7.6% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
12,346 students. This is little change from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 7.7% vs. 7.6%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)



Defining Chronic Absenteeism and Utilizing Data to Reduce it

Graford

Mineral Wells

Weatherford

Corinth Little Elm Rrisch Farmersville

Highland Village  The Colony e

Lewisville

Roanoke Plano Murphy

\ Sachse
Coppell — CarrolltB{915O" pirt - icon

Farmers Branch e Rockwall
arandpowlett

University Park

Mesquite

Balch Springs
@ 0% 10 6.0%
© 6.1% 10 8.9%
SO . T () 9.0%to 11.1%
O 11.2% to 13.8%

Duncanville

Mansfield

16.2% of students attending school in Senate District #9 ® 138%0169%

@ 17% 10 22%

were chronically absent in 2020-21. @ 221%+

64 PIsIq é;buas

Sen. Kelly Hancock

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #9

During the 2020-21 school year, 16.2% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
27,634 students. This is a 5 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 19.1% vs. 15.4%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all
campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Mayes Middleton

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #11

During the 2020-21 school year, 13.8% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

22,095 students. This is a 3 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 15.1% vs. 13.4%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)

% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district
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% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district
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Ft. Worth

7.8% of students attending school in Senate District #12 ® 13:5%10169%

. . @ 17% to 22%
were chronically absent in 2020-21. @ 221%
t SENATE DistricT #12

g During the 2020-21 school year, 7.8% of students attending school
z in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of

- 11,261 students. This is little change from 2018-19.

m Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
= students: 8.8% vs. 7.4%.
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Sen. Tan Parker

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sealy Brookshire Katy

Richmond
Rosenberg

East Bernard

23% of students attending school in Senate District #13
were chronically absent in 2020-21.

CL# PlsIq 9jpudg

Sen. Borris L. Miles

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Sugar Land

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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Jersey Village

Mont Belvieu

Baytown

Deer Park

La Porte

Pearland Seabrook
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Fr\endswoodWEbSter

League City Bacliff

San Leon

Manvel Dickinson

SENATE DistricT #13

During the 2020-21 school year, 23% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

33,022 students. This is a 8 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 24.8% vs. 20.6%.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)

% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district
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Georgetown

Marble Falls Taylor
Leander .
O Caldwell

Round Rock

Pflugerville
Lexington

Lakeway

% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district

Johnson City

Dripping Springs

Blanco

13.6% of students attending school in Senate District
#14 were chronically absent in 2020-21.

vL# PlsIq 9jpuag

Sen. Sarah Eckhardt

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)

missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #14

During the 2020-21 school year, 13.6% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
16,404 students. This is a 1 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 16.2% vs. 12.9%.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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SL# 144s1g 9jpuag

Sen. John Whitmire

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.

childrenatRisk

SENATE DisTricT #15

During the 2020-21 school year, 18% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

28,335 students. This is a 3 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 20.6% vs. 15.7%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)

Mont Belvieu % of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district
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Plano Murphy
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17.4% of students attending school in Senate District
#16 were chronically absent in 2020-21.

9L # P1AysIq 3jpuUdg

Sen. Nathan Johnson

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #16

During the 2020-21 school year, 17.4% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

29,336 students. This is a 7 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 18.9% vs. 16.3%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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San Antonio

Galveston
% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district

Victoria

11.7% of students attending school in Senate District
#17 were chronically absent in 2020-21.

LL# PUysIa lamuas

Sen. Joan Huffman

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #17

During the 2020-21 school year, 11.7% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
18,743 students. This is a 3 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 11.9% vs. 11.6%.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Louisiana

Baton Rouge
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San Antonio
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SL# 144sig ajpuag

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.

childrenatRisk

SENATE DistricT #18

During the 2020-21 school year, 13.9% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

22,834 students. This is a 5 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at lower rates than white
students: 12.2% vs. 14.8%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)



Defining Chronic Absenteeism and Utilizing Data to Reduce it

Austin

% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district

17.1% of students attending school in Senate District
#19 were chronically absent in 2020-21.

61 # P1IysIq 3jpuag

Sen. Roland Gutierrez

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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Victoria

SENATE DisTricT #19

During the 2020-21 school year, 17.1% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
30,278 students. This is litle change from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at lower rates than white
students: 15.9% vs. 17.3%.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Juan”Chuy” Hinojosa

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.

childrenatRisk

SeNATE DistricT #20

During the 2020-21 school year, 16.7% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

32,223 students. This is a 2 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 17.3% vs. 16.6%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Houston
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year by school district

@ 0% 10 6.0%

O 6.1%10 8.9%
() 9.0%to 11.1%
O 11.2% to 13.8%

15.2% of students attending school in Senate District ® 13.8%10 16.9%

@ 17% 10 22%

#21 were chronically absent in 2020-21. @ 221%

LT# 1Ay 34puag

Sen. Judith Zaffirini

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)

missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #21

During the 2020-21 school year, 15.2% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

25,269 students. This is a 2 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 26.1% vs. 14.8%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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15% of students attending school in Senate District #22
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Sen. Brian Birdwell

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #22

During the 2020-21 school year, 15% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

22,986 students. This is a 5 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 18.4% vs. 13.4%.
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Note: Some data may be missing due to TEA's data masking rules.

PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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19.6% of students attending school in Senate District
#23 were chronically absent in 2020-21.
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Sen. Royce West

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SeENATE DistricT #23

During the 2020-21 school year, 19.6% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

32,049 students. This is a 5 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 21.3% vs. 17.7%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Pete Flores

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #24

During the 2020-21 school year, 16.6% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
26,672 students. This is a 4 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 21.9% vs. 15%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Donna Campbell

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #25

During the 2020-21 school year, 8.5% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

11,650 students. This is a 2 percentage point decrease from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 8.7% vs. 8.5%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)



Defining Chronic Absenteeism and Utilizing Data to Reduce it

New Bratinfels

SchertsPol0 Seguin

Helotes

% of students missing
at least 1/10 of school
year by school district

Castroville
Hondo

@ 0% 10 6.0%

O 6.1% 10 8.9%
() 9.0%to 11.1%
© 11.2% to 13.8%

19.9% of students attending school in Senate District ® 13.8% 10 16.9%

@ 17% 10 22%

#26 were chronically absent in 2020-21. @ 221%+

9T # PLusIg djpuag

Sen. José Menéndez

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DistricT #26

During the 2020-21 school year, 19.9% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

28,975 students. This is a 1 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at lower rates than white
students: 18.3% vs. 20.2%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Morgan LaMantia

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SENATE DisTricT #27

During the 2020-21 school year, 14.8% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
31,218 students. This is a 3 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 17.6% vs. 14.7%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Charles Perry

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SeENATE DistricT #28

During the 2020-21 school year, 16.6% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

23,938 students. This is a 4 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 23.9% vs. 15.6%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. César Blanco

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign
for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SeENATE DistricT #29

During the 2020-21 school year, 11.7% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

19,437 students. This is a 1 percentage point decrease from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at lower rates than white
students: 10% vs. 11.7%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Drew Springer

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-

21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least one-tenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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SeNATE DistricT #30

During the 2020-21 school year, 9.9% of students attending school
in this district missed at least one-tenth of their instruction - a total of
16,529 students. This is a 1 percentage point increase from 2018-19.

Students of color were chronically absent at lower rates than white
students: 8.7% vs. 10.3%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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Sen. Kevin Sparks

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Chronic absenteeism is an early warning sign

for educators. A student who is chronically
absent in any year between eighth and
twelfth grade is seven times more likely to
drop out of school. For high school students,
lack of attendance is a better indicator of
dropping out than test scores.

Even before the pandemic, Texas had a
problem with chronic absenteeism. In 2020-
21, more than 760,000 students (15%)
missed at least onetenth of their instruction.

Texas needs better data about chronic
absenteeism to address its causes and
adequately support atrisk students.

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2020-21. Data by race-
ethnicity not available for all schools. Summaries include all

campuses within each legislative district. Map shows school
districts entirely or partially (3%) within each district.
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Texas

SENATE DistricT #31

During the 2020-21 school year, 21.3% of students attending school
in this district missed at least onetenth of their instruction - a total of

33,932 students. This is a 7 percentage point increase from 2018-
19.

Students of color were chronically absent at higher rates than white
students: 25.5% vs. 21%.
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PoLicy RECOMMENDATIONS

The pandemic exacerbated chronic absenteeism. More students
faced new challenges and educational disruptions. Yet, Texas
does not currently define chronic absenteeism.

CHILDREN AT RISK recommends the following policies:

e Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education code: “A
student who misses 10% or more of instructional fime within an
academic year for any reason is chronically absent.”

* Add chronic absenteeism to the “at risk” category.

* Require TEA to report chronic absenteeism clearly, consistently,
and in an easily accessible format to increase transparency and
better target student supports.

For more information, contact Mandi Kimball, Director of Public
Policy and Government Affairs at mkimball@childrenatrisk.org

(512.785.7132)
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