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MESSAGE FROM OUR
CEO

2022 was a year of huge growth for CHILDREN AT
RISK, both in our work and as an agency!  

In addition to our main off ice in Houston, we are
proud to report C@R now has multiple staff  members
based in North Texas,  Central  Texas,  and El Paso.
Having this statewide representation allows us to
better respond to local issues while continuing to
strengthen our cross-state collaborations to reduce
the challenges children face as they grow up. 

We were thri l led to merge with Houston A+
Challenge, forging a partnership that wil l  enable us
to expand and advance our work to improve K-12
public education.  C@R also received a sizable
investment to delve deeper into our Early Childhood

D R .  B O B  S A N B O R N

Dr. Bob Sanborn
President & CEO, CHILDREN AT RISK
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Our Texas Family Leadership Council  (TXFLC) now boasts 100+ members!  All  members
are committed to ensuring that the collective efforts to support Texas famil ies are
effective and build the momentum necessary to help our most vulnerable children. 

Finally ,  C@R’s wide-reaching work would simply not be possible without the
dedication of our donors,  board members,  collaborators ,  public off icials ,  researchers ,
community members,  and fel low advocates.  Thank you for your commitment to
improving the l ives of children across Texas!

As we look ahead to 2023 and our Legislative Priorit ies ,  we are hopeful about the
posit ive changes to come for Texas children.  We hope you wil l  support us by joining
our mail ing l ist ,  s igning up for advocacy alerts ,  attending one of our upcoming events,
or helping us with a meaningful gift  today!

For Children!

Education work over the next three years .  This intensif ied focus on education is a
crit ical part of our new 3-year Strategic Plan launching in the next couple of months.  

https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/final.CAR-priorities-for-88th.pdf
https://childrenatrisk.salsalabs.org/newsletter/index.html
https://childrenatrisk.salsalabs.org/AdvocacyAlerts/index.html
https://childrenatrisk.org/events/list/
https://childrenatrisk.org/give/


EDUCATION

In September,  C@R merged with Houston A+ Challenge, a nonprofit  that provides direct
coaching and capacity-building services to school campuses across the Greater Houston area,
leading to smarter classroom teaching and stronger student learning in mathematics and
literacy.  We see an opportunity to leverage what we know about education and its abil ity to
break the cycle of poverty with A+'s experienced team of coaches who work directly with
public school teachers and principals to improve student performance. 

Texas's public school system is made up of 1 ,200 school distr icts and charter and nearly 5 .4
mill ion students are influenced every year by more than 350,000 teachers ,  according to the
Texas Education Agency.  Numbers from the same group suggest that less than half  of al l
students are performing at or above grade level in reading, writ ing,  and mathematics.  The
numbers are even starker for economically disadvantaged students who already have odds
stacked against them. A quality education is crit ical to ensuring children wil l  become adults
who wil l  meet the technical demands of a new economy and its workforce.  Yet only 1/3 of
economically disadvantaged 3rd graders are reading on grade level in Texas.  Rooted in
research,  guided by best practices,  and led by a team of in-house experts ,  A+ Challenge has
enhanced public education for approximately 300,000 students across 30 distr icts in the
Greater Houston area.  C@R believes we can implement A+ Challenge's unique coaching model
at schools across the state,  improving access to a quality education for some of the state's
most underserved students.  We are excited to rebrand the init iative as Texas A+ Challenge as
we seek to improve educational outcomes for students across Texas.  
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TEXAS A+ CHALLENGE

TEACHERS RECEIVING A+ COACHING

The majority of students in Texas public schools come from economically
disadvantaged communities .  CHILDREN AT RISK works to increase access to
quality ,  affordable early education programs and strengthen the K-12 education
system to help pull  children out of poverty and close opportunity gaps.

https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FINAL-C@R-A-Merger.pdf


CLASSROOMS IN
CRISIS
COVID-19 changed our public education landscape nearly
overnight.  Thousands of Texas schools and nearly 5 .5
mill ion students faced a school year l ike never before.
Schools had to quickly develop tools and resources that
would support the pivot to a virtual classroom and had to
shift  to educating children in cris is .  C@R released its
Classroom in Crisis report in September 2022 that
examines the impact of the pandemic on Texas children
using our whole-child approach. This report reviews data
across various indicators of academic success including
test scores,  food insecurity ,  mental health outcomes,  and
others .  By looking at education,  health,  well-being,  and
poverty trends through 2021,  the report presents a
landscape view of these factors ,  the disparit ies across
various demographics,  and recommendations for how to
move forward from the exceptional circumstances we
found ourselves in the past two years .  
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CLASSROOMS IN CRISIS 
REPORT

THE QUEST FOR EQUITY
AND QUALITY
Exposure to high-quality child care is  the foundation for a child’s
academic and social-emotional success,  especial ly for children
from low-income famil ies .  Increasing access to subsidized child
care is one of the many strategies used to provide affordable
early childhood education (ECE) to children from low-income
families .  However,  increasing access alone is not enough when it
comes to early learning.  Children need to be in high-quality care
to reap the many benefits .  In Apri l  2022,  C@R published its latest
ECE report The Quest for Equity and Quality ,  examining the
experiences of ECE providers with Texas Rising Star (TRS) ,  Texas’
quality rating and improvement system for early child care
programs, through a race equity lens.  The report highlighted the
experiences of providers of color to understand potential  race
equity barriers preventing providers of color from being certif ied
with TRS. C@R partnered with Prair ie View A&M University and
the University of Houston to conduct a Racial  Equity Workforce
Survey and held focus groups on TRS participation and racial
equity to gain insight into the current Texas landscape. In the
report ,  we offer recommendations and policy solutions to
streamline TRS enrollment and participation and create a high-
quality child care environment for Texas children. 

THE QUEST FOR 
EQUITY AND QUALITY 

REPORT

https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/The-Quest-for-Equity-and-Quality.pdf
https://childrenatrisk.org/classrooms-in-crisis/
https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/The-Quest-for-Equity-and-Quality.pdf


In Apri l ,  the C@R Early Childhood Education Team
hosted virtual Texas Tours  in 10 Texas cit ies to bring
together ECE providers ,  advocates,  and stakeholders to
present new data on childcare closures due to the
pandemic,  and invite participation and advocacy ahead
of the 88th Legislative Session.  The team met virtually
in Dallas ,  Fort Worth,  Lubbock,  Midland, Dallas ,  San
Antonio,  Houston, Amaril lo ,  El  Paso,  and Rio Grande
Valley.  

Then, in October-November,  these groups reconvened
in person  for the f irst t ime since 2019!  Not only were
we able to share C@R's priorit ies for the upcoming
Legislative Session,  but we heard crit ical feedback on
the state of Early Childhood Education throughout
Texas.  The Fall  Texas Tour made stops in Amaril lo ,
Austin,  Brownsvil le ,  Dallas ,  El  Paso,  Fort Worth,
Houston, Lubbock,  McAllen,  Midland/Odessa,  and San
Antonio.  In total ,  these tours connected over 600
people!

TEXAS TOURS
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TEXAS TOUR: HOUSTON STOP

In Spring 2022,  C@R's ECE team published the
Texas Child Care Closure Map ,  an interactive tool
to explore the impact of pandemic closures on
child care availabil ity .  It  was found that Texas lost
21% of child care providers from March 2020 to
September 2021.  Out of those closed programs
during that t ime, 41% of the providers served infant
and toddlers ,  and 79% of them were child care
homes.  As a result ,  Texas had an additional 242
communities become child care deserts .  However,
only 2.9% of TRS programs and 1 .6% of programs
that received stabil ization grants closed between
March 2020 and September 2021,  suggesting these
programs had protective effects .  This data wil l  be
crucial  as we advocate for additional investments in
subsidized child care in the upcoming Legislative
Session.  On May 19,  2022,  C@R Director of

TEXAS CHILDCARE 
CLOSURES

C@R'S DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,  KIM
KOFRON, TESTIFYING TO THE TEXAS

HOUSE COMMITTEE

Education,  Kim Kofron,  provided testimony to the Texas House Committee on International
Relations and Economic Development.  The testimony shared data on child care closures,
highlighting that Texas Rising Star and TWC stabil ization grants protected programs from
closure.  Testimony also focused on the staff ing crisis facing the early childhood education
workforce:  “two-thirds of respondents reported experiencing a staff ing shortage that affected
their abil ity to serve famil ies ;  52% of those with staff ing shortages were forced to serve fewer
children while 37% had a longer waiting l ist . ”
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https://childrenatrisk.org/ece-team-hosts-virtual-texas-tours/
https://childrenatrisk.org/fall22txtours/
https://default.salsalabs.org/T835dfa57-013c-4f33-8032-d4f888ea4c4b/ac4215e9-3c9f-460a-b75b-7d7236ec664a
https://childrenatrisk.org/childcareclosuremap/
https://childrenatrisk.org/children-at-risk-ired-testimony-51922/


HEALTH

REST & RESILIENCE

Sleep is an essential  ingredient in children’s long-term
health and development,  yet at least 1  in 3 US children are
not getting enough. In the most recent National Survey of
Children’s Health,  nearly 35% of children (ages 4 months old
to 17 years old) received less than the recommended
amount of sleep for adequate rest and development.  In
March, C@R published Rest & Resilience: Securing
Children’s Well-Being Through Sleep ,  a report that took a
closer look at the factors that contribute to childhood sleep
insecurity and its effects on children’s well-being.  The report
provided an overview of the latest research on the
importance of sleep for children,  as well  as new data
insights on sleep insecurity r isk in Texas,  and
recommendations for policymakers.  SECURING CHILDREN'S 

WELL-BEING 
THROUGH SLEEP
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Every child deserves a healthy start .  CHILDREN AT RISK works to posit ively impact
health outcomes for Texas children,  with a continued focus on increasing access to
basic needs,  school food programs, mental health services,  and childhood
vaccinations,  and an expanded focus on maternal health and well-being. 

C@R also hosted its inaugural Texas
Motherhood Summit to celebrate
motherhood and unpack public policies
l i ft ing Texas mothers up or bringing them
down. The summit offered attendees a deeper
look into topics such as prenatal care,  child
care,  and maternal health outcomes,
including mental health,  and economic
justice,  as well  as how advocates,  business
leaders ,  and policymakers can better support
mothers.  Speakers presented an
overwhelming amount of data highlighting
the disparit ies that mothers face in Texas.
Special  guest State Representative Toni Rose
spoke to the importance of healthcare access
for mothers and some of the recent steps that
Texas has taken to address that.   

MATERNAL HEALTH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE TONI ROSE
PROVIDING OPENING REMARKS 

AT C@R'S INAUGURAL 
TEXAS MOTHERHOOD SUMMIT

https://childrenatrisk.org/rest-resilience/
https://childrenatrisk.org/rest-resilience/
https://childrenatrisk.org/tx-motherhood-summit-recap/


C@R PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF VACCINES FOR

CHILDREN

CHILDHOOD VACCINES
The resurgence of vaccine-preventable diseases
such as measles is  of serious concern.  These
diseases are highly infectious and can cause
serious l i fe-long complications,  but al l  of  them
have an available vaccine that can l imit or
prevent infection.  School vaccine requirements
often serve as a safety net for children who have
not received their recommended immunizations
and serve as protection around Texas children to
ensure that they are healthy and ready to learn.
Texas trend data shows that immunization rates
are decreasing,  and exemptions are increasing.
In August 2022,  C@R and The Immunization
Partnership gathered state experts and
advocates and held a discussion  centered on
what parents can do to protect their  children.  It
is  a parental r ight to choose what is  best for
their children,  and pediatricians continue to be a
trusted source for parents in making those
decisions.  Pediatricians from across the state
emphasized the importance of vaccinations as
the best way to protect children against
debil itating diseases.  
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Too many Texas children lack access to quality healthcare
and nutrit ion.  Hunger or poor health early in l i fe can cause
challenges for children in the classroom and well  into
adulthood. Every child deserves a healthy start .  Across Texas,
over 3 .7 mil l ion students from low-income households qualify
for free or reduced-price school meals through federal
programs, such as the National School Lunch Program and
the School Breakfast Program. For many of these children,
meals eaten at school are the only substantial  meals they
receive during the day.  School distr icts are crit ical players in
implementing school food programs—yet some distr icts are
doing better than others in providing breakfast ,  lunch, and
after-school meals to students in need. In Apri l ,  C@R released
its 2022 Kroger School Food Rankings  report that evaluated
how distr icts across Texas provide meals to low-income area
school children by focusing on meal participation rates and
after-school meal programs offered in each distr ict .  Top-
ranking distr icts across Texas report nearly 100% of low-
income students as participants in school lunch and
breakfast .  C@R recognizes the great value these distr icts are
providing to our students,  their  famil ies ,  and our state’s
academic and economic future.  

2022 KROGER SCHOOL 
FOOD RANKINGS 

SCHOOL FOOD RANKINGS

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=118665940113225
https://childrenatrisk.org/22-school-food-rankings/
https://childrenatrisk.org/22-school-food-rankings/
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OPPORTUNITY &
RESILIENCY
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ECONOMIC SUPPORTS 
FOR OPPORTUNITY YOUTH

REPORT

OPPORTUNITY YOUTH
Despite a decades-long drop in the opportunity youth population,  which decreased from 5.8
mill ion to 4.4 mil l ion between 2011 and 2021,  the number of opportunity youth  rose
dramatically during the pandemic to more than 6 mil l ion.   Opportunity Youth are defined as
youth and young adults aged 16-24 who are not employed or enrolled in school .  Community
leaders are becoming more aware of the issues and missed opportunities around Opportunity
Youth (OY) in our region and across the state.  Research shows nearly half  a mil l ion OY in Texas
before the pandemic.  This number may have doubled at the height of the pandemic due to
twin economic and educational shocks.  C@R, with the generous support of Wells Fargo,
published a report ,  Supporting Opportunity Youth for an Inclusive Economy ,  that presents
the largest issues OY face,  what supports are available,  and which are needed to ensure a
healthy future for them. C@R has also worked closely with the growing OY coalit ions in
Houston and other cit ies in Texas to understand what policy changes are needed to support
these young people.  In the upcoming Legislative Session ,  C@R wil l  recommend that local
workforce boards include an OY section in their  strategic plan with specif ic goals ,  metrics ,  and
transparent reporting requirements.  With the recognition of the unrealized potential  for
opportunity youth,  over the past decade, additional resources have been invested into
opportunity youth programs to address education and job training needs.  This effort is  partial ly
driven by a need to provide a talent shortage solution that is  being created by the retirement
of the Baby Boomers.  With these shift ing workforce dynamics,  opportunities exist to provide
signif icant support to opportunity youth that wil l  not only benefit  them but wil l  also contribute
to a diverse and well-trained workforce.  

Every child deserves the chance to grow up in a stable,  safe environment,  be
supported, and develop to their  ful l  potential .  C@R works to expand equitable
opportunity ,  prevent exploitation,  and strengthen the resi l iency of the most vulnerable
children in Texas.  

https://childrenatrisk.org/supporting-opportunity-youth-for-an-inclusive-economy/
https://measureofamerica.org/youth-disconnection-2021/
https://childrenatrisk.org/supporting-opportunity-youth-for-an-inclusive-economy/
https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/One-Pager-OYYA.pdf


CYBER PATROLS

CYBER PATROL VOLUNTEERS HARD AT
WORK

CHILDREN AT RISK continues its work to
end traff icking in our region and state by
reducing demand. This past year ,  C@R
continued to lead its anti-demand CEASE
(Cities Empowered Against Sexual
Exploitation) Texas coalit ion.  Four
quarterly statewide anti-demand coalit ion
meetings were held,  convening over 40
statewide partners ,  including nonprofits ,
law enforcement,  and other anti-traff icking
leaders to share best practices,  challenges,
evidence,  and resources for continuous
mutual improvement and a more visible
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In January 2022,  during Human Traff icking
Awareness Month, C@R conducted a Facebook
Live roundtable discussion with Dennis Mark,
the Task Force Coordinator of the Human
Traff icking Rescue All iance,  Lisa Bownds,  the
Founder & President of Reflection Ministr ies of
Texas,  John Nehme, the President & CEO of
All ies Against Slavery,  and Commander Kevin
Turner,  the Tarrant County Human Traff icking
Task Force Coordinator of the Tarrant County
Sheriff ’s  Off ice.  The discussion focused on the
importance of Buyer Accountability in the
wake of House Bil l  1540. In addition,  a Buyer
Accountabil ity Brief and Social  Media toolkit
were developed and released. 

BUYER ACCOUNTABILITY

BUYER ACCOUNTABILITY
ROUNDTABLE

and collaborative approach to reduce demand for commercial  sex in Texas.  C@R also
continued to conduct Cyber Patrols .  Our Cyber Patrol volunteers work to disrupt
attempted sex purchases made online and counsel the would-be buyers ,  exposing them
to the realit ies behind commercial  sex.  From October 2021 to September 2022,  69 Cyber
Patrols were conducted statewide,  including 9 in Dallas and 28 in Fort Worth,  disrupting
over 995 attempted sex purchases.  C@R also helped to transit ion the Cyber Patrol teams
to independent,  self-sustaining groups across the state,  supported by the newly formed
Statewide Anti-Demand Coalit ion.  A full  Steering Committee was recruited,  the coalit ion
charter was f inalized, new members were added to the member directory,  and the
resource repository was launched.

https://childrenatrisk.org/buyer-accountability/
https://childrenatrisk.org/buyer-accountability/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iJ9dohRfA-4P7h3qZk9_qGUVHucsguTVvYS_TGnX2jQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gVcluXWCunB25pNteOtiRTHm7qFeXcPHd7mV_0EANK0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16I7BGEH9NGi-XDZXb8kKw3ycwrPWPaK5?usp=sharing


In May,  CHILDREN AT RISK hosted 20 guests in
Mexico City for a human trafficking and
immigration learning tour .  The group spent a
busy 4 days meeting with local organizations,
touring cultural s ites ,  and (of course) enjoying
the food! The tr ip focused on exploring the
opportunities for collaboration between non-
profit  organizations in Mexico and the United
States (specif ically Texas) to address
transnational issues,  including meeting with the
State Prosecutor for Human Traff icking,
Guil lermina Cabrera Figueroa,  and her team, El
Pozo de La Vida,  Fundación Freedom, and Otros
Dreams En Acción (ODA).

CHILDREN'S IMMIGRATION
NETWORK
An estimated 1 in 3 children l iving in Texas are considered New American Children,  including
US cit izen children with documented immigrant parents,  US cit izen children with
undocumented immigrant parents,  Dreamers,  and undocumented minors.  The Children's
Immigration Network brings together pediatricians,  attorneys,  and educators ,  among others to
work together to address the needs of immigrant children. 

Also in June, C@R hosted our third annual
National Immigration Summit  to explore the
challenges that immigrant children and their
famil ies face.  Again convening esteemed
advocates from across the nation,  this year ’s
program examined child-forward immigration
policy,  access to basic needs,  mental health
resources,  education,  and strategic narrative
change. 

RACIAL EQUITY RAPID 
ROUNDTABLE ON IMMIGRATION

"NARRATIVE CHANGE" 
PANEL AT THE IMMIGRATION SUMMIT

MEETING WITH FUNDACIÓN FREEDOM
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CHILDREN AT RISK hosted its s ixth Racial
Equity Rapid Roundtable  in June, exploring
how the immigration movement is part of the
racial  justice movement,  as attacks on
immigrants exist in the context of a larger
system of racial  oppression.  Practit ioners in the
field highlighted the partnerships and creative
solutions advocates and providers have
implemented to address the unique needs of
immigrant and refugee famil ies within this
context and outl ined how state and national
policymakers can support immigrants and
refugees in their  communities .

https://childrenatrisk.org/cr-leads-learning-tour-in-mexico-city/
https://childrenatrisk.org/recap-22-immigration-summit/
https://www.fundacionfreedom.mx/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359803216238873&ref=sharing


0 6

The Texas Racial  Equity Collaborative
(TREC) partnered with Fidelity to host our
f irst annual racial  equity summit,  Beyond
the Dream: From Words to Action .  The
summit included panels of legislators and
business leaders from around Texas to
discuss the importance of racial  equity .
Sharon Watkins-Jones,  Director of TREC,
and Jeri  Brooks,  founder of One World
Consulting,  moderated a panel of Texas
legislators to discuss their  work in the
87th Session and the role racial  equity
plays in that work.  The panel featured
Rep. Senfronia Thompson, Distr ict 141 ,  Sen.
Carol Alvarado, Distr ict 6,  and Camille
Lasin Foster ,  chief of staff  for Sen. Miles
Distr ict 13 .  

EQUITY & JUSTICE
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CHILDREN AT RISK is committed to viewing all  of  our work with a race equity lens.  Our goal is
to improve equity and justice  for al l  Texas children and famil ies and to f ind solutions for
problems that disproportionately affect communities of color .  We do this by collecting data to
identify inequities ,  collaborating for community-driven solutions,  and advocating for equitable
systems.

C@R has also identif ied diversity ,  equity ,  and inclusion as a core organizational value.  We
believe the power of diversity enriches us al l  by exposing us to a range of ways to understand
and engage with the world,  identify challenges,  and discover ,  design,  and deliver solutions.
CHILDREN AT RISK is committed to attracting and retaining a diverse staff  and board,  and to
honor their  experiences,  perspectives,  and unique identit ies ;  and str ives to create and maintain
working and learning environments that are inclusive,  equitable,  and welcoming.

BEYOND THE DREAM: FROM WORDS
TO ACTION SUMMIT

C@R hosted the second annual State of
Black Children Summit: Supporting
Black Children from Cradle to Career .
The summit,  sponsored by Amazon  and
Amerigroup, explored the challenges
Black children face growing up in Texas
and how to best support them from
cradle to career .  The program included
discussions on the economic well-being of
Black famil ies ,  the disproportionalit ies
with school discipline and the juvenile
justice system Black children face,  and
the importance of having Black teachers
in the classroom. The program closed with
an interview with Dr.  Aisha White from the
University of Pittsburgh to highlight the
benefits of the University of Pittsburgh's
Posit ive Racial  Identity Development in
Early Education program and how we
could replicate that program here in
Texas.  

"WHEN THEY DON'T SEE US IN THE
CLASSROOM" PANEL AT THE STATE

OF BLACK CHILDREN SUMMIT
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https://www.fidelity.com/
https://childrenatrisk.org/beyond-the-dream-trec-hosts-first-racial-equity-summit/
https://childrenatrisk.org/2022-state-of-black-children-tx/
https://www.amazon.com/b?node=19097785011&ref_=omps_surl
https://www.amazon.com/b?node=19097785011&ref_=omps_surl
https://www.amerigroup.com/
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Knowing that Texas nonprofits would need access
to information and coordinated support to serve
children and famil ies effectively during the COVID-
19 cris is ,  C@R launched the Texas Family Leadership
Council  (TXFLC) early into the pandemic.  Uti l izing
its trusted relationships with community partners
and experience coordinating collective action in
previous t imes of cris is ,  C@R brought together
powerful and diverse voices of child-serving
organizations from across Texas for cross-sector
collaboration,  information sharing,  and to develop a
united advocacy front.  Since its inception,  the
Council  has grown to include 100+ participants.
TXFLC membership consists of child and 

TEXAS FAMILY LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL (TXFLC)

A WEEKLY TXFLC MEETING

2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

family-focused organizations,  community leaders ,  and influencers from across the state.  TXFLC
weekly meetings have hosted state leaders ,  including legislators and TEA Commissioner Mike
Morath,  and the fol lowing workgroups have also been established: Texas Racial  Equity
Collaborative,  Texas Immigration Network,  Public Policy,  and Advocacy Workgroup, Health
Advisory Workgroup, and the Texas Anti-Poverty Agenda. TXFLC members have supported more
than a dozen virtual events,  webinars ,  and press conferences,  participated in training
opportunities in areas of development and advocacy,  and remain committed to ensuring the
collective efforts to support Texas famil ies are effective and build the momentum necessary to
help our most vulnerable children.

This past year ,  C@R has also been preparing for the
upcoming 88th Texas Legislative Session and has
developed a robust agenda centering the whole child.  In
the coming year ,  we wil l  be advancing our policy priorit ies ,
which include:

1 .  Investing in quality early education and public
education to ensure al l  children are ready for school ,
college,  and careers .
2 .  Investing in programs and strategies that improve
children’s physical ,  mental ,  and social  development.
3 .  Protect human traff icking survivors and increase
penalties for traff ickers .
4 .  Promote policies that increase equity and el iminate
systemic racism in Texas.  

A more detailed description of these priorit ies can be
found here:  2023 Texas Legislature Priorities

ECE LEGISLATIVE 
BRIEFING IN JUNE
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https://childrenatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/final.CAR-priorities-for-88th.pdf


In 2022,  CHILDREN AT RISK hosted 11  free virtual events to engage the public and
help them drive change for children.  The events aim to share research,  unpack
pressing policy issues,  and highlight diverse community perspectives from across
Texas.  These events reached nearly 4 ,000 viewers.  Thank you to our many partners and
sponsors that made these events a great success.  

LEARNING EVENTS
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FEBRUARY
State of Black Children in Texas: Supporting
Black Children from Cradle to Career  explored

the challenges Black children face growing up in
Texas and how to best support them from cradle
to career .

APRIL
150 Miles: Health in the Borderlands  explored

the needs,  barriers ,  and best practices
surrounding children's health in the US-Mexico
border region

DR. KEFFRELYN BROWN
DISCUSSING EDUCATION AT THE

STATE OF BLACK CHILDREN IN
TEXAS SUMMIT

MAY
Early Childhood Summit: Supporting Today's
Workforce  for Tomorrow  discussed challenges

facing the early childhood workforce and
consequences for the entire Texas workforce 

MARCH
A Fighting Chance: Summit on Basic Needs &
Child Success  dove into the challenges today’s

famil ies face in meeting their child’s basic needs
from access to food, shelter ,  and even a good
night’s sleep.

JUNE
Texas Motherhood Summit  celebrated

motherhood and unpacked public policies l i ft ing
Texas mothers up or bringing them down

"STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY
HEALTH CAPACITY" PANEL AT

150 MILES: HEALTH IN THE
BORDERLANDS

"ECONOMIC SECURITY OF WOMEN"
PANEL AT THE 

MOTHERHOOD SUMMIT

https://childrenatrisk.org/2022-state-of-black-children-tx/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQKZQ9w6S_0&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbdxucBGCUE&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbdxucBGCUE&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbdxucBGCUE&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://childrenatrisk.org/car-txflc-host-a-fighting-chance/
https://childrenatrisk.org/tx-motherhood-summit-recap/
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JULY
Full STE(A)M Ahead! Creating Equitable
Pathways to STEM Careers explored the issues

of STEM education,  focusing on building a robust
and qualif ied pipeline of professionals in the
wake of the pandemic

SEPTEMBER
Education in Transition: Reshaping America’s
Schools in a Post-Pandemic World  featured

educators and community leaders working in the
field to provide both teachers and students with
a high-quality learning experience as schools
work to improve and innovate in the wake of the
pandemic

OCTOBER
The State of Latinx Children in America
gathered advocates,  experts ,  and organizations
from key states to explore what challenges
impact Latinx children's well-being and
resi l ience and identif ied opportunities for
creative,  community-led solutions

NOVEMBER
The Children's Legislative Agenda  presented a

legislative agenda for the 88th Texas Legislative
Session.  Experts shared research and data along
with policy recommendations to improve the
lives of children  

"CREATING AN EQUITABLE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT" PANEL

 AT THE EDUCATION SUMMIT

"BUSINESS & COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT" PANEL AT THE

CHILDREN'S LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

JUNE
Immigration Summit: Centering the Needs of
Children & Families  examined child-forward

immigration policy,  access to basic needs,  mental
health resources,  education,  and strategic
narrative change

CHECK OUT OUR 2023 LINEUP OF EVENTS HERE!

"THE STATE OF CHILDREN'S HEALTH"
PANEL AT THE STATE OF LATINX

CHILDREN SUMMIT

LEARNING EVENTS
CONT.

https://childrenatrisk.org/33200-2/
https://childrenatrisk.org/education-in-transition-reshaping-americas-schools-in-a-post-pandemic-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppj6RPiH4H8&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuHfUg6mCYM&ab_channel=ChildrenAtRisk
https://childrenatrisk.org/recap-22-immigration-summit/
https://childrenatrisk.org/2023-cr-learning-events/


2022 CORPORATE &
FOUNDATION  DONORS

Harvey R.  Jr .  and Patricia W. Houck
Foundation 

Houston Endowment,  Inc.  

The Robert & Janice McNair Foundation

$100,000 TO $499,999

$50,000 TO $99,999

Woody and Gayle Hunt Family
Foundation

Mattress Firm

Partnership for America's Children

National Association for the Education
of Young Children

$25,000 TO $49,999

Albert and Margaret Alkek Foundation

All iance for Early Success

Amazon

Corebridge

The Edward N. and Margaret G.  Marsh
Foundation

Greater Houston Community Foundation

The Houston 20

Memorial  Hermann Community Benefit
Corporation

North Texas Community Foundation

The Rawley Foundation

Rockwell  Fund, Inc.

$10,000 TO $24,999

Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable
Foundation

Amerigroup

Center for Law and Social  Policy

Children's Memorial  Hermann Hospital

The Clayton Fund, Inc.  

Deacons of Deadwood

Dr.  Courtney Plastic Surgery

El Paso Community Foundation

Enrico and Sandra di  Portanova Charitable
Foundation

First Horizon

H-E-B

The Hoglund Foundation

The Hervey Foundation

Indigo Auto Group

The John G.  and Marie Stel la Kenedy
Memorial  Foundation

Kroger

Kroll  Charitable Foundation

Latham & Watkins LLP

Mary E.  Bivins Foundation

Paso del Norte Health Foundation

PlainsCapital  Bank

Presenture

Texas Children's Hospital

WaterBridge Operating LLC
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$500,000+

Pritzker Children's Init iative

Samuels Family Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Save the Children

Shell  USA, Inc.

United Way of Greater Houston

YourCause,  LLC

$25,000 TO $49,999 CONT.



2022 CORPORATE &
FOUNDATION DONORS
CONT.

Amegy Bank of Texas

Angel Resources,  LLC

Arch and Stella Rowan Foundation

Boardwalk Pipeline Partners

Boost 1  Marketing

Buckeye Partners LP

Chubb

CitiGroup Payment Services

Community Health Choice,  Inc.

Cook Children's Health Care System

DIOR

Dominican Sisters of Houston

Fash Foundation
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Attorney Brian White and Associates

Barclays Investment Bank

Boys and Girls Club of Greater Houston

Cadence Bank

Charleys Kids Foundation

The Fant Foundation

FWD.us

Helen Greathouse Charitable Trust

HP

King & Spalding

MB & Edna Zale Foundation

Rice University

River Oaks Hospital  & Clinics

Salners Family Foundation

Strake Foundation

$1,000 TO $4,999

$5,000 TO $9,999

Feldman Law Firm LLP

Future Surgical

Jarritos

Legacy Community Health

Hoy Family Auto

The Immunization Partnership

Independent Bank

Marek Family Foundation

Methodist Healthcare Ministr ies 

Mobilease

NEC

Nextep Charitable Foundation

NextGen Real Estate

North Texas Commission

PSC Group

Pura Medical

Salesforce

Sendero

Siege Engineering

The Sundt Foundation

Vedas Medical Spa & wellness

Wendell  Smith Allstate

Ybarra Franchising Group

$1,000 TO $4,999 CONT.

IN-KIND

The Meadows Foundation



2021 FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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The following f inancial  statements were collected from CHILDREN AT RISK’s
2021 Audit Report .  C@R was audited by the independent auditor Blazek and
Vetterl ing,  which issued an unmodified opinion.  

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

Revenue Expenses

Contributions $2,147,729

Special Events $623,019

Contract and
Program Fees

$90,210

Investment Return $8,059

Research and Advocacy 
for Children

$2,122,087

Management  and 
General

$356,134

Fundraising $596,846

Government Grants $508,971

Total $3,377,988 Total $3,075,067

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Liabilities Net Assets

$128,812
Without Donor 
Restrictions

With Donor 
Restrictions

Total Net Assets

Total

Total Liabilities and 
Net Assets $2,179,872

Liabilities

$128,812

$674,873

$1,376,187

$2,051,060



2022 GOVERNING 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jeremy Samuels
Samuels Family
Foundation

Robert Sanborn, Ed.D.
CHILDREN AT RISK

Adolfo Santos, PhD
Texas A&M University ,
McAllen

John Seo
Airswift

Alessa Serda
Salesforce

Jasmine Turner
Will iams

Chris Wallace
North Texas Commission

Chris Watt
Reed Smith

Carol Wise
Community Advocate

Larry Wisniewski
SensorWise

Ed Wolff
Beth Wolff  Realtors

Daniel Yoo
Surestone Group

Michael Kelly,  Ph.D. 
Paso del Norte Health
Foundation

Devika Kornbacher
Clifford Chance

Dan Longoria
Mattress Firm, El Paso

Michelle Lopez, MD
Baylor College of
Medicine 

Ann Miller
Affinity Capital

Timmy Newsome
Newtec Business
Solutions

Kindel Nuno
The Mattress Firm

Manish Panjwani
Accenture

Amit Parikh
Resultant

Chris Pedigo
Cook Children’s
Healthcare

Maya Pomroy 
The Public Lead 

Jay Pasale
TechnipFMC

Kevin Ramoutar
Aramco

Ben Samuels
Samuels Family
Foundation

Donald Bowers, Chair
Federal Reserve Bank

Erich Almonte
King & Spalding LLP

Aishwarya Bannore
Rice Board Fellow

Claire Bocchini,  MD
Texas Children’s Hospital

Adam Branscum
AB Modern

Erich Canseco
Morgan Stanley

Michael Carrasco 
Alvarez & Marsal

Jason Durham
Corebridge Financial

Allison Esenkova
Pariveda Solutions

Doe Florsheim
Community Advocate

Asha George 
Electronic Arts 

Deborah Gordon
Memorial  Hermann
Health System

Rebecca Hove
Greater Houston
Community Foundation

Steve Jones
WaterBridge

Manon Kebodeaux
Ecobat
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2022 NORTH TEXAS
ADVISORY BOARD

2022 EL PASO 
ADVISORY BOARD

Michael Kelly,  PhD. ,  Chair
Paso del Norte Health
Foundation

Estrella Escobar, Vice
Chair
Office of the Mayor of El
Paso

Ben Arriola
Southwest University
,
Ernesto Avila
Sunflower Bank

Chris Wallace ,  Chair
North Texas Commission

Ashley Kreklau, Vice Chair
Landside Banks

Janel Barksdale
Independent Financial

Kerri Briggs
Ed Direction

Will Holtz
Holtz Law Firm

Scott Murray
Murray Media

Timmy Newsome
Newtec Business Solutions

Amit Parikh
Resultant

Chris Pedigo
Cook Children’s Healthcare

Dan Longoria
Mattress Firm

Leila Melendez
Borderplex

Ricardo Samaniego
County of El  Paso

Kelly Tomblin
El Paso Electric

Richard Castro
Castro Enterprises

Laura Enriquez
Mounce, Green, Myers ,  Safi ,
Paxson, Galatzan

Rosamaria Gonzalez
Grupo De la Vega

Tita Hunt
Community Volunteer

HONORARY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

EMERITUS BOARD

Dr. Carolyn Farb, h.c.
Kathleen Gallagher
Diana Davila Martinez
Virginia McFarland
James S. Mickelson
Richard W. Mithoff
Laurence Payne
Rev. Joe Samuel Ratliff
Jack Segal,  Rabbi
Emeritus
Melissa Wilson

Philamena Baird
Community Volunteer

Pam Humphrey
Chubb

Michael Maher
Presenture,  LLC

David Roylance
Prism Energy Solutions

Jeffrey Starke, M.D.
Texas Children’s Hospital

Buddy Steves
Community Advocate

Robert Zincke
Former President,  Kroger

Todd Ranta
Price Waterhouse Cooper

Lupe Valdez
Former Dallas Sheriff

Genai Walker-Macklin
Morgan Stanley

Carol Wise
Community Volunteer

Michael Zangoei
Golden Glove Capital
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CHILDREN AT  R ISK ’s  miss ion  i s  to  serve  as  a  cata lyst
for  change to  improve  the  qual i ty  o f  l i fe  for  ch i ldren
through st rateg ic  research ,  publ ic  po l icy  analys is ,
educat ion ,  co l laborat ion ,  and  advocacy .

C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K  i s  a  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a d v o c a c y  n o n p r o f i t
l e a d i n g  t h e  w a y  i n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  T e x a s ’ s
c h i l d r e n .  C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  w h o l e  c h i l d  b y
t r a c k i n g  i s s u e s  i n  c h i l d r e n ’ s  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y .  C o m m i t t e d  t o  a c t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e  d a t a ,
C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K  d r i v e s  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  c h a n g e  b y  s p e a k i n g
o u t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
c h i l d r e n a t r i s k . o r g

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S
e m a i l :  i n f o @ c h i l d r e n a t r i s k . o r g
p h o n e :  ( 7 1 3 )  8 6 9 - 7 7 4 0
m a i l :  2 9 0 0  W e s l a y a n  S u i t e  4 0 0 ,  H o u s t o n ,  T X  7 7 0 2 7

F o l l o w  u s  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  @ c h i l d r e n a t r i s k  

C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( E I N :  7 6 - 0 3 6 0 5 3 3 ) .  

THE C@R TEAM


