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Barriers to Access for Early Childhood Education

xposure to high-quality early
childhood education (ECE) lays the Children of Immigrants Living in Top 5 Child
foundation for future academic Care Deserts

success, particularly for children

from low-income families. Research shows

Northeast Texas

that children who participate in high-quality 3395 \ East Texas

ECE programs are more likely to graduate from \10029

high school, less likely to require special

education services, and will experience fewer Gulf Coast

behavioral challenges later in life. North Central
Programs like those in Alief ISD, located in 235086 USEE

Greater Houston, demonstrate the 61479

transformative impact of accessible ECE. The
district's implementation of full-day pre-K
programs resulted in remarkable
improvements in vocabulary development,
increasing from 40% to 72% among
participants.

Despite these benefits, many immigrant
families face significant barriers to accessing

A zip code is deemed a “Child Care Desert” if the number of
children under age 6 with working parents is three times

ECE, including language challenges, lack of greater than the licensed capacity of child care providers in
information, and logistical obstacles. Insights the area. 2
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